Korean Topic Markers &
Subject Markers

Today we are going to talk about ->/+=, the topic markers, and ©]/7}, the
subject markers. Topic markers and subject markers make the meaning of
sentences clearer. English does not have this concept, so it might be tricky
to understand at first.

That’s why I'm here to help you. Let’s get to know this concept!



Topic markers: -2/=

‘o

2/€ is placed right after a noun, which is the topic of the sentence. ‘2’ is used with the

[

word ends with 22!, final consonant, while ‘=’ is used with the word ends with a vowel.

For example,

Lif 0|52 £%40[0| 2. My name is Suhyun.

Lt= £9010]2. T am Suhyun.

0|Z ends with consonant O, so you put 2; 0|&2, because it is hard to pronounce ‘&’ right
after a consonant. Try yourself 0|52 vs °|.=. <. Feel the difference?

On the other hand, LI ends with just a vowel I, so £ comes after; LI<.

Let’s get back to the meaning of 2/&. /& indicates the topic of the sentence, shows you
what is being talked about.
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0]0f|2. T am Korean.

Ofl2.. My book is pretty.

A0|!012. Korean language is interesting.
£10[0j|2. T am a teacher.

Lf AOFEE0|0||L. This is my smartphone.
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When you say 2/« in sentence, the listener will know what topic you are going to talk about
even you don’t finish the sentence.

Also, /< is used to express contrast or opposite meaning.
For example, if someone asks,

2% Z0K27 Do you like soju?

And you answer,

2= Z0F2. T (only) like beer. (I don’t like soju.)

It means you don’t like soju, and you only like beer.

Here's another question:
at=0f 7+ 2 910127 Have you ever been to Korea?
M2 7+ 21012, T have (only) been to Seoul.

It means you have been to Seoul in Korea, but not to Busan, Jeju, or Suwon.



Let’s say you are going somewhere to eat with your friend. And you friend says
Lt H]gh 2420 404, T want to eat Bibimbap.

But your answer is:

Lh= 217| Y11 410]. T want to eat Bulgogi (not Bibimbap).

It means you don’t want to eat Bibimbap, you want to eat Bulgogi.
As you can learn from these example, &/ is used to emphasize the contrast.
Subject markers: -0|/7}

As for the subject makers 0|/7}, they are placed right after a subject. Just like 2/+, 0l is
used with the word ends with a consonant, 7t is used with the word ends with a vowel.

For example,
2 2 Al=0] Ho|27? What is the title of that book?

3017k R0 27 What is your hobby?

0|/7} shows you the direct subject of the verb used in the sentence, so usually 0|/7} shows
you the answer to who/what/which do or did it.

For example,

£7}4 0] 22| 85910127 Who made this kimchi?

LH7F BHE 1012, T made it.

What is the verb in this sentence? It’s make, 2FSCt. And who made ZIZI? “I” did it. So we use
b

So we learned the basic concept of 2/=/01/7}. But what if they are used in one sentence?
For example,

A Y2010] OFL|0 2. T am not Japanese.

In this sentence, main topic is “I", so we use “E”, which means “when it comes to me”. And
here comes the answer “what” that “am not Japanese”, so we use “0|”.

Here is another example:
oo 2AI2 MWE20|7F MY OHI01Q. As for Korean food, tteokbokki is the most delicious.

You are talking about “Korean food” in this sentence. So you use “2” to indicate main topic.
And what is the most delicious food that you are saying? You are saying tteokbokki is the
most delicious. So you use “7}”.

I hope this helps you to get a grasp on 2/=/01/7t. We all know ‘practice makes perfect’,
let’s keep practicing the sentences we’ve learned today. And eventually you’ll be able to
understand the difference.

uSm_KQLean



Practice

Please fill the blanks with a proper word.

1. o 7y 7o Sklo|8.

2. AY____ o Zxo| 7tat: 3Hof,
3. L Zoz| Hoi!
4, 2= NI ECL.

5. L=kl OfLof



