10 Must-Know Phrases
to Enjoy Korean Culture

Hello, everybody! Today, we are going to talk about 10 Must-Know
Phrases in Korean. You can understand and enjoy Korean culture more,
once you get used to these phrases. Are you ready? Let’s go!



1. A

In English MY translated as ‘please!’. Of course, % is used as a meaning of ‘please’, it
has a meaning of asking to do something, or even begging. The interesting thing is that you
can also use this phrase when you are a little annoyed or angry, as a meaning of “give me a
break” or “come on”.

Let’s see an example:

2. & J0?

To translate & %017 literally into English, it is ‘did you sleep well?’. Korean people use this
phrase a lot as a meaning of ‘good morning’.

‘Good morning’ is translated as “Z2 02!’ in Korean, but Koreans use ‘& %04?’ more often,
and hardly use the phrase ‘£2 02!’

2 #4017 is used in informal situations and is used among peers and friends. You can also use
this phrase for texting.

Let’s see some examples:

3. -A| O, 5FA| Of

Korean word “GtCH means do something, and “%TF means ‘not doing something’. Can you
guess the meaning of “GHA| OF? It means ‘Don’t do it’. If you combine “-A| OF with other
verbs, you can ask or order someone not to do something. Let’s see some examples first.

Simply remove ‘~Ct’ from the end of each verb and add the word “~A| OF. I recommend using
this phrase in casual situations, because ‘32| OF can be felt somewhat forceful. Here are
some example dialogues:



4, 2 5l|? /26l?
% 51? means ‘what are you doing?” Korean people use this phrase a lot, especially when they
are texting with friends! It is also commonly used as ‘2317’ in texting.

5.8/&/oc0
The meaning of ‘2’ is ‘yes’. Very simple and easy! This is a word that Koreans use everyday!

But ‘S’ is used in written language more. In real-life people use ‘©f" more than ‘&’

S’ is sometime pronounced as “&" usually by girls to be cute. And when texting, ‘8" is
shortened and used just with consonants, as © 0.

6. 2IR?

Literally ‘3I®?” can be translated as ‘for real?” and ‘truly’ in English. It can be used when
asking or answering in informal situations. Also ‘2I®’ can be used as an adverb, meaning of
‘very’ and ‘really’. Here are some examples:



7. SR /20|

SH15HA] is “of course’ in English. This phrase is often used by Koreans, and is also used as ‘&
. Sometimes young people use “Y0|2|" or ‘Y2’ as slang, because of the similarity of the
sound between @ and 9. Y actually means carrot, so you should memorize this phrase

Carrots! :)

8. {ENI27

This is the term used to answer phone calls in Korea. You may have heard of this in many
Korean TV-dramas or movies. For example:

9. C30]| &t

‘TFS0f| Bt is translated as ‘see you next time’ in English. But it doesn’t mean that you ask
someone that you two must meet again next time. ‘TS0l &t is used as the meaning of ‘later’
and ‘we'll catch up next’. This phrase is a good parting word in casual and informal situations
I'll give you an example:

10. ArEsh

‘ALl is the casual way of saying, ‘T love you’ and this phrase is used not only between
lovers, but between friends and family too. ‘A2l is often used in K-Pop lyrics and Korean
dramas. If someone says ‘AF&3H’ to you, simply reply with ‘LEZ’, which means ‘me too’, in
this case ‘I love you, too’.



Practice

Please fill the blanks with a proper word.
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