10 Korean Words
Similar to Japanese

You may have heard it said that Korean language is similar to Japanese language.
Before we start learning, let me give you a little bit of background information. Korea
and Japan are geographically close and share many things in common, and even the
sentence structure of both languages has many resemblances. Also, both languages use
Chinese characters, hanja in Korean, and kanji in Japanese. North, East and Southeast
Asian countries were influenced by Chinese culture, and they are called “Chinese
character cultural sphere”. As you can see from the map, the Korean Peninsula was
the cultural bridge between Japan and China throughout history. Chinese characters
and writing were introduced to Japan via the Kingdom of Baekje of Korea in 538 AD.
Many Korean words are based on Chinese characters, and of course, many Japanese

words originate from Chinese characters too.

www.sooandcarrots.com

°Sm)_KQLean



Unlike the Hangul or English alphabet, Chinese characters are logograms. Which means each
character represents a meaning, but does not represent any sound. And the pronunciation

of Chinese characters in Korean, Japanese and Chinese is different for each language. For
example, this word in Chinese characters DJ A€ means something is possible. In Korean it is
pronounced as 7ts. In Japanese it is 7' @ . And to read it in Chinese, it’s keneng(ké& néng).
Nowadays Korean language is mostly written in Hangul and hanja is only used for specific
purposes such as to clarify homophones, in newspapers and legal documents. On the other
hand, Japanese uses a combination of kanji, hiragana and katakana, their own letters.

Now that you have the basic information, let’s learn actual words!

Words Created from Chinese Characters
Korean and Japanese words created from Chinese characters have relatively similar
pronunciation. And the words we are going to learn share almost the same pronunciation!

1. 7t (BB AATZA)
22 means something is simple. This word is often used as ZFCHGICH or 2HEHS|, as an adjective
or adverb. In Korean it’s Ztct and in Japanese it is ATz A.

A 9491017 Have you had lunch?
C

OFA|, ZHCHS| H27? Not yet. Let’s grab a bite.

2.5 (RE) A ED)

You can say && when you have a strong impression or deep emotion about something. It is
often used as Z-E0ICH, which means “to be touched” or “to be moved”. Z& is pronounced as
M A £ > in Japanese.

L 2241 Z AR, T bought this flower for you.
MAUE OFLIG| Z-50[0F Tt's not even my birthday. I am so touched!

3.8252 (BB TV &)

22 means free of charge! When you shop on a Korean online shopping mall, you can see this
word a lot £28%, which means free shipping. #2 and © V) &, can you feel the difference?
The pronunciation is almost the same.

25 OF Y Ol4k AFAIH 2442 222 E22 If you purchase more than KRW 10,000 today, you can
get a free moisturizer.

39k ¢ o|4t 0f Al £2HHE FREE Shipping on orders over KRW 30,000
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4. BN (BEFR © L)
ZAl means disregard and neglect. It is often used as a verb, F-AISIC} to ignore or not to take
seriously. %Al and T L, can you guess which is which?

oH31 Hil

(no answer)
L o LH QIAF ZAIH? Why do you ignore my greeting?

5.0 (R HBALA)
OtA has the meaning of relief or peace of mind. The Korean and Japanese pronunciation are
almost the same, 9+ and A L A.

U2 0fH 22t 7H= 70F? Do you go to Japan by yourself?
UROI S 2 U I 20| Z0] 7kA QHMO|OF, With my friend who speaks Japanese. I am
relieved

6. 24L& (MR ®<2)
94 means promise or appointment. 245Gt means both “to promise” and “to make an
appointment”. In Korean 24, and in Japanese ¥ < % <.

25 M0l IHLHE AHZ|? We are going to meet this evening right?
0|9k, L} CF2 9F40] U101, Sorry, I had another appointment.
14 25 Ol 7 AFECHR 4330t You promised to treat me today!

7.9 A (BEIEE WL »)
9|AF means medical doctor. 2At and L U % . Slightly different.

02|17} 145 OFIRA] OFRJof| B4 ZHCE 2401, T went to the hospital this morning because of a terrible

headache.
QAR Y Elo] 2t kM7 What did the doctor say?

Loanwords from Japanese
We already learned about Korean words from English in the past. And there are some
loanwords from Japanese too.

8. 71t (M /N > (8)))
7t means bag, it refers to any bag, whether it is made of cloth or leather. And 7MY is from
the Japanese word 72 />~ Korean people use the English word “bag” too, pronounced as &

Lif 7+ 04[892]? How do you like my bag?
0| 2440]OF? O{C|A] 4F01? Where did you buy that ecobag?
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9. & (#t(< D))
5 means shoes, usually leather shoes. This word is from the Japanese word < 2. Shoes in
general are called 4! or 2%, and sneakers are called 253t.

M
Ly

Ab & MRICIL| 20| L4 % O}, This new pair of leather shoes are killing my feet.

=]
=
=52t HHY 412217 Do you want to switch with my sneakers?

10. ZE (&B(HA))

"4& means can, the cylinder shape container made of tin. This word is combines the Japanese
word for can, &5 and &, which means container. Canned food such as fruit, vegetable, meat is
called €2 in Korean.

S50t EXE AL 0], T bought canned peaches.
E50k= ofC| 9l 1 7Z4-E0F HoFo{? Where are the peaches? All I see is an empty can.

¥

We learned more than 10 Korean and Japanese words! If you are familiar with Japanese
language, why don’t you start learning Korean too? You’ve got a head start on Korean
vocabulary!



Practice

Please fill the blanks with a proper word.

1. =0 MEA UM BE FE251H 20 o2,

2, AL M APE O] L5 offtey!

3.4 B2 OIZ AMESS =etFE &858 7t == Ao,

4, 2t 357 S W= A2 S Hof

5.CHAl= RLIE et 2LH i S o 2|

6. &317| HAt?! CIOJOJE 5t HCp  3HA| HAL: 3R] §E%0{?
7. OISt W ArS Rotetetn =m LS Y

8. S/40| Yol 2t U=l LH7t SHollM =H =] 1ot

9.8|A 2 | 233 Mo ofEs! = L10{oFA]|

10. L7 SFESH. 2P 5ll0j2 Hopl 558 "Aks LS o9
Yo sl Zot



